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‘“ EXAMINE YOURSELVES, WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH ; PROVE YOUR OWN SELVES.” —Paul 
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EXAMINATION BY E. FERRIS. 

St. Matthew, Chap. 23, verse 37. O Jeru- 
salem Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether evenasahen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not. 

[n examining this passage, it must be remem- 
bered, ** The law was given by moses,” and 
could not give life, * But grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. Now we read, that Christ 
was a servant and made so under the law, to ro. 
deem them that were under it. Moses the law- 
giver,when foretelling the coming of Christ,said 
‘* A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you like unto me, him shall ye bear in all 
things.”” Now Christ being that prophet and 


servani unuer the law of Moses, it was expe- | 


dient for him, to not only keep it himself as a 
servant, but also as a prephetlike unto Moses, 
to inforce it on the people, ina word, to make 
use of all the power there was in the first cov- 
enant, towards saving the people; that they 
thereby might learn its weakness, and know it 
was nota law that could give life. This was 
paving the way for the second covenant which 
is not according to the former, but is efficacious 
and sure to give life to the people in Christ. [a 
st are the sure mercies of David. 

Therefore, Jesus, with an eye to the law 
covenant, which could not give life, calls up 
the attention of the Jews to what had been 
done under it, by that wicked nation, and in 
spite of altits imfluence, their wicked will had 


been more powertul than the influence of the |, 


law, even Christ himself could not gather them 
by the law, for they would not. 

Jesys therefore observes to them in the 3€th 
verse, Bchold your house is left unto you des- 
olate. As much as though he had said, All 
there is in your law, has been faithfully tried, 
yet ye are not gaved, your honse is therefore 
left unto you desolate ; there is nothing in all 
the house of Moses, cansave one guilty soul ; 
there is no water of life there, no bread of life, 
no not acrum of provisions in that house, or 
covenant, for fost souls, nay the house is now 
empty and desolate. Jesus became master of it 
then he shut the door thereofso fast, that no 
man can open it to this day and henceforth for- 
ever. I have observed the law could never 
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i give life to the soul, very true, for nothing can, 


give spiritual life, unless it can save us from our 
sins, bat this the law of Moses could never do 
in any case. Unless it should be granted, that 
whenever a criminal! was put to death, by the 
law, this saved his spirit from sin; Then, if 
such an idea were correct, then minght the 
law in some remote sense give life. However, 
in order to maintain this in consistency, we 
must suppose the death ofthe body to be the 
gate of salvation, and whatever execates this 
death must be our saviour ; contrary to the 
Gospel, for Christ is there the only door, and 
Jesus is he alone who can save us from sin and 
give eternal life. Herce Iconclude he is a 
whole and perfect saviour of the world, while 
by the deeds of the law no man can arrive at 2 
justified state. 

Although, even Jesus could not save his peo- 
ple from their sins by the first. covenant, yet 
by virtue of the blood of the second, he will 
save all from sin, for it appears to me the stou- 
test will of man will melt under the fire of al- 
mighty grace. Therefore, Jesus, with an eye 
to the new covenant, points the wilful Jews to 
a time, when they shall say, blessed is he that 
cometh inthe name of the Lord. That time 
will be the day of his power, as we read, when 
his people shall be willing, he will then do ac- 
cording to his will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth and none can 
stay bis hand. 

Now the day of God’s power is the gospel 
day of grace, it extends over two worlds, this 
and thut ie come, this hfe is the morning, that 
to come the evening of the gospel day ; so that 
either in the forenoon or afternoon of the day 
of God’s power, allshall be willing, through 
geace, some earlier and others later. 

And yet the terrors of the law and the thun- 
ders of Sina, will never make one soul willing, 
these means may frighten many, but bring none 
to love God supremely and their neighbor as 
themselves, but grace is all-sufficient. 

® E. F. 





For the Candid Examiner. 


We often hear it stated by the opposers of 


universal salvation, by the way of a slur or re- 
proach, that it isa pleasing doctrine, thereby it 
is a flattering and delusive doctrine. It is a plea 
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sing doctrine. Itis a beautiful dobtrine. It is 
a glorious doctrine, and it was tbe doctrine in- 
calcated and taught by Christ and his apostles. 
!t is a pleasing doctrine, to contemplate on the 
infinite goodness of God towards his creatures ; 
for we read that -* he is good unto all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his wérks.” Are 
we not the works of his hands, and is it not con- 
doling that ‘* his tender mercies are over all 
his works 2?” Itis pleasing to meditate on the 
glorious plan of redemption ; that the Lord is 
no respecter of persons ; thathe is a God of 
love, in whom there is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning ; that he regards all his crea- 
tures and wills not that any should perish, but 
that all should come unto the knowledge of the 
truth, Itis pleasing to think that the whole 
human family willin due time return unto a 
state of holiness, and finaliy participate in the 
benefits arising from the blood of Christ, who 
tasted death foryevery man. Nu wonder then 
that they should call it a pleasing doctrine, but 
it is a wonder that the doctrine of endless tor- 
meat should ever please an individual. Itisa 
beautiful doctrine to view the Jovely and amia- 
ble character of the Supreme in so faira light, 
there is not acloud nor a spot to darken the fair 
face of nature, nor is there any thing to obscure 
the light of the sun of righteousness. It is 
beautiful tosee all his works harmonizing in 
the glorious plan of atonement ; that he had an 
ultimate design in the formation of his creatures 
that he designed them for a happy existerce, 
for infinite goodness cou!d not design an infinite 
evil. Itis beautiful to contemplate on his ex- 
ceeding love, ‘* for herein is love, not that we 
loved nim but that he first loved us,” that ‘God 
command#th his love towards us in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us ; that 
‘ God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them: 
and hath committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation.” Itis beautiful to behold divine good- 
ness in so glorious a light, that he is reconciled 
unto us already, only requiring that we should 
be reconciled to him, which, in due time, he 
hath promised shall come to pass. Well may 
we exclaim, thy goodness is unbounded, un- 
searchable, and past finding out. Well may it 
be called a beautiful doctrine. . It is a glorions 
coctrine because it excels all other doctrines 
in fajth, hope and charity.. It is glorious be- 
cause it is so extensive, and because it includes 
*‘every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea ;” which the revelator heard ‘say- 
ing blessing and honor, and glory and power be 


unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 


the Lamb forever andever.” It is a glorious 
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doctrine to think the time will come wher 
‘“ there sball be no more curse,”’ and that *Goc 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there shali be no more death nor sorrow nor 
crying neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former tbingsare passed aways” 

What wil) become of endless punishment 
when the time arrives that there shall be no 
more curse, nor pain nor sorrow when every 
creature ascribes blessing honor and glory &c. 
It is thrown out by some, that many believe the 
universal doctrine only tor a refuge to shield 
them from sin and iniquity, and roll ft as a 
sweet morsel under their tongue, giving loose to 
all manner of sin and iniquity ; but let me tel! 
them that such persons are pot uni- 
versalists, but are as far from universalism as 
the east is from the west ; there is pot such 
principle advoonted in the doctrine but uni- 
versalists hold thatevery man will be rewarded 
according to his works whether they are gous 
orevil. Is it not a litle surprising that (each- 
ers will limit the goodness of God even below 
their own. You will hear them exhort sin. 
ners with all the nathos imaginable, with all the 
powers of eloquence and persuasion, and wit! 
great apparent zeal warning them to flee from 
the wrath to come ; it seems as though their 
souls were lifted up with pity and love for the 
world of mankind, and if it were possible fur 
themn,they would extend the grace of God to ev- 
ery individual of the fallen race. Yet they can- 
not believe our heavenly father’s love is supe- 
rior to their own, yet that finally a great pro- 
portion ofmankied w'h be endlessiy miserable. 
Christ as a comparison says, ** [f ye then beiaz 
evil know how to give good gifts to your cli! 
dren, how much more shall your father which is 
in heaven give good things to them that usk 
bim.”’ MONITOK. 





ENDLESS MISERY. 
o> The following is from * Hlustrations of (he 
Divine Government.” by T. Southwood 
Smith, M. D. an English unitarian author. 
The doctrine of endless misery teaches, that 
with the exception of the first man, God brings 
the whole human race into existence with an 
innate propensity ‘o evil :* that to counteract 
this fatal tendency, in favor of a few individuais 





* “ The sinfulness of the estate whereinto 
man fell, consisteth in the guilt of Adam’s first 
sin ; the want of that righteousness wherein he 
Was created, and the corruption of his nature, 
whereby he 1s utterly indisposed, disabled and 
made opposite unto all that is spiritually good, 
and wholly inclined to all evil. and that covtinu- 
ally.’”—Issemb, Larger. Cute, Quest. xxv 
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termed the elect, he specially interposes,* irre- | 
aistibly influencing them to avoid whatever might 
endanger their salvation, and to do what is ne- 
cessary to secure it ;f that the great majority of 
his creatures termed the non-elect, he leaves 
to the operaiion ofa nature which must inevita- 
bly ensure (heir ruin ;{ that for these unhappy 
beings he does notinterpose ;} that he aban- 
dons them to endless and inconceivable misery, 


and that from all eterrity be appointed them to 





* « By the decree of God for the manifesta- 
tion of his glory, some men are predestinated 
unto everlasting life, and others fore ordained 
to everlasting death_—Those of mankind that 
are predestinated unto life, God, before the | 
foundation of the world was laid, according to 
his eternal and immutable purpose, and the se- 
cret counsel and good pleasure of his will 
hath chezen in Christ,unto everlasting glory,out 
ef his mere free grace and jove, without any 








foresight of faith or good works, or any other 
thing in the creature as conditions or causes 
moving him there unto, and allto the praise of 
his glorteus grace.’’—Congessron of faith,cap. ili, 
** All those whom God hath predestinated unto 
life, and i .use only, he is pleased in his accepted 
time, effectually to call.”’—Jb. chap x. 

+ ** They whom God bath effectually called, 
can neither totally vor finally fall away from the 
state of grace, but shall certainly persevere 
therein to the end, and be eternally saved. The 
perseverance of the saints depends not upon 
their own free will, bat upon the immutability 
of the decree of election.” &c.—Ib. chap. xvii. 

¢ ‘* Others not elected, although they may be 
called by the ministry of the word, and may 
have some common operations of the spirit, yet 


! 
they never truly come to Christ, and therefore || 
| own sin which renders him miserable for ever, 


cannot be saved ; much fess can men, not pos- 


sessing the christian religion be saved in any o- |} 
ther way whatsoever, be they never 60 dili- | 


gent to frame their lives according to the light | 
of nature, and to the law of that religion they | 
do profess ; and to assert and maintain that | 
they may, is very pernicious, and to be deies- 
ted.” —J6. chap. x. 


§ ‘“* These men thus predestinated and fore- | 
ordained. are particularly and unchangeably de- |; 
signed, and the number is so definite that it 
cannot be either increased or diminished.” 

Ib. chap. iii. 


} “* The punishments of sin in the world to 
come, are everlasting separation from the com- 
fortable presence of God, and most grievous tor- 
mentsin soul and body, without intermission, tn 
hell fire forever.—Assembly’s Catechism, Quest. 
XXIX. 
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this dreadful destiny, by an irreversible decree 
determining them to condemnation. 

The most execrable tyrant that ever dosola- 
ted the world, is benevolence itself, compa- 
red with the character which this tre. 
mendous doctrine gives to the benevolent Pa- 
rent of the human race, If it be true, God is 
not good ; for it has already been proved, that 
in giving existence to sensitive sreatures, a be- 
nevolent being must make it upon the whole a 
blessing. No creature, it is admitted, has a 
right to existence: it is a boon to which itis 
impossible that there could have been a previ- 
ous claim, but being bestowed, justice as well 
as benevolerce requires that it should be rea- 
dered upon the whole a good, because non ex~ 
istence is not an evil, but a life in which mise- 
ry preponderates, is. However low an indi- 


_ vidual may be placed in the scale of being, or 


whatever pain may be mingled in bis lot, if the 
balance of happiness be in his favor, he can ask 
no more ; hia great inalienable right is respec- 
ted ; itis his duty to submit to the evil with 
resignation, and to accept the good with grati- 
tude : but if the balance of pleasure be against 
him, he has cause to murmur, and the being 
who gave him life upon such terms is not good, 
nor can any sophistry prove him to be so. 
Were it possible for benevolence to reside in 
the bosom of a being, who could decree the in- 
tolerable and unending anguish of millions and 
millions and millions of his creatures, it might, 
indeed, be inferred that the God of election is 
good to the elect; but to the non-elect he is 
not good ; he never was, and he never intend. 
edto be. He gave them existence with a de- 


| termination {to make it an everlasting curse :* 


' ator haviag been pleased to make it so. 


—_—_—_——_—— 


* ‘To say that it is not God’s decree, but man’ 


is trifling in the extreme ; for since God is his 
creator, he.must be the author of that nature 
which he brings with him into the world; so 
that if it be utterly indisposed, disabled and 
made opposite unto all that is spiritually good, 
and wholly inclined to all evil, and that contin- 
ually, it 13 such only ia consequence of his Cre- 
The 


circumstances ja which mankind are placed are 


likewise entirely God’s appointment. He is 
then the author of their nature, such as it is, 


| when they commence the career of life, an: of 


the circumstances which call their propensities 
into action ; both that nature and these circum- 
stances are such, that the ultimate result could 
not possibly be otherwise than it is. ‘* God's 
decrees are the wise, free and holy acts of the 
counsel of his will, whereby from all eternity 
he hatb, for his own glory, uachaogeably fore 
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be brought them into being not to enjoy, for a- { 


gainst that he passed a detree which no power 
in earth or heaven can resist,‘but to suffer thro’ 
the ages of eternity, unremitted and intolerab!c 
anguish. 

Were there in the nature of the Deity not | 
the least portion of benevolence, instead ef be- | 
ing as it is, pure benignity ; were it unmixed | 
evil, it could not be worse for the great ma- | 
jority of his creatures than according to this 
terrible doctrine it actually is. At present, in- 
deed, they enjoy some degree of pleasure, but 
it is only sufficient, in the awful period of futu- 
rity, to carry their misery to the highest pitch, 
by enabling them to comprehend their eternal 
Joss ; and accordingly, the bitterest anguish of 
ihe damned is usually represented as arising 
from recdllections of the present state—recol- 
lections of happiness once participated with de- 
light, but now departed for ever. 

Were, then, the Deity, instead of being pure 
benevolence, malignant as malignity itself, and 
had he engaged in the work of creation on pur- 
pose to gratify his malevolent propensities, he 
could not, as far as we can see, have contrived 
a plan better calculated to effect his purpose, 
than that which this doctrine teaches he actu- 
ally has adopted, with regard to the great ma- 
jority of his creatures. 

Can any person look into his own heart, and 
read the proofs which are registered there of 
his most excell2nt and lovely character, with- 
out feeling disgust and horror at a doctrine, 
which thus enshrouds him in the deep and aw- 
ful gloom of cruelty and malevolence ? 

It is affirmed that there are passages of scrip- 
ture, which in the most express and positive 
manner assert the truth of this opinion, and o- 
thers which implyit. ‘This is not true ; but 
there are, it mustbe admitted, passages, which, 
to the English reader, may seem te favor it.— 
These deserve serious and impartial examina- 
tion. Let us bring to the investigation of them 
unprejudiced and candid minds, willing to as- 
certain the trath. 








ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” Assem- 
pLy’s Carecuism, Quest. xii. He wills the 
propensity ; he wills the means ; and he so a- 
dapts the means to the propensity, and the pro- 
pensity to the means, as inevitably to secure the 
end ; and to affirm, therefore, that he does not 
will the end, is utterly absurd. 


BLASPHEMY. 

As an evidence of the “ ravings of fanaticism 
and roarings of superslition” so prevalent a- 
mong acertain few in this place, we give pub- 
licity to the following statement of acts, of the 














truth of which we assure the public that testi- 
mony can be adduced by two respectable wit- 
nesses, 

A Mr. Hornell, a student in the Auburn The- 
ological Seminary, lately visited a young lady 
of this village, for whose ** soul” he expressed 
great concern. After (be usual interrogatories, 
by which he ascertained she was not a profes- 
sor of religion, he told her if she cid not repent 
THAT NicHtT, she would certainly be damned ! 
He condescended, however, to allow her two 
minutes to reflect upon the subject and decide 
upon her fate,—The two minutes expired, and 
the lady not having made her election, this lonz- 
faced lantern-jawed hypocrite with great em- 
phasis exclaimed, *‘ Oh, thou wretch! an angel 
in heavenis this instant recording your destiny! 
—you are eternally pamnen ! !’’—Auburn Ex 
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To the patrons of the Examiner. 
In pursuing our labors in what we consider 





the best and most glorious of causes, we feel a 
satisfaction both by looking back on the success 
which has heretofore alterded our feeble ef- 
forts, and while looking forward on the good 
which we hope may still result from our under- 
taking. We use this language in meekness, 
feeling that this hope is founded entirely on the 
help of that Almighty Being who alone is able 
to crown our labors with prosperity. Not the 
object of pecuniary gain, nor any private con- 
sideration whatever, influenced us to adopt the 


labor of concucting the Examiner; but we 


were urged to it from a sense of duty, and from 
a persuasion of the utility and absolute necessi- 
ty of sucha work. The local situation of this 
section of country, and the peculiar circumstan- 
ces attending the impartial and heavenly doc- 
trine of unlimited goodness, required a work of 
this kind in its immediate vicinity. The doc- 
trine had burst upon the people in a day of 
light. Jt appeared to be scattered down as from 
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the hand of its Divine Author, as good seed 
sown in a remote wilderness. The doctrine 
sprung up and flourished ina time of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. Botits rapid 
increase goon excited the envy and fury of all 
Bs enemies, and the different sects, which had 
hitherto been engaged in hostile war with each 
other, united their force like the concentrating 
of so many pestilential clouds, discharging the 
lightnings of their prejudice against this devo- 
ted order. Yetour cause has steadily accumu- 
lated strengih and solidity, notwithstanding the 
deadly venom ofenvy, the poisoned tongne of 
slander, and the angry fuiminations of persecu- 


tion. Though we see an evident improvement 


in the religious department of this vicinity, yet | 


much remains to be accomplished before Zion’s 


peace is established among us. A great impor- 


tant and pleasant labor is before the believers | 


inthe exceeding riches of that grace which 
bringeth salvation to all men. Your steadfast- 
ness and perseverance in the work ofthe Lord 
ia requisite for the bringing about that good 
which we desire. Heaven is the power on 
which we rely for successful aid in the warfare 
in which we are engaged; put en _ therefore 
the whole armor of God, for we wrestle not a- 
gainst flesh and blood ; but against principalities 
against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places. Although the light of truth has 
been spreading, yet the expediency of vigilant 
exertion for its furthor promotion, is manifest 
when we beholdthe great effoits which are 
made to extinguish its light, and to obstruct the 
current of research and enquiry which is the 
main pillar ofour national independence. It 
behoves not only universalists, but every friend 
of religious liberty to watch over and protect 
the liberty which has blessed and aggrandized 
our country. While adesigning and powerful 








body of sectarians ia the name of their religion 
are eagerly striving for aggrandizement and e- 
molument ; while endeavoring to overawe the 
independency of opinion; while occumala. 
ing such vast sums of money for purposes for 
which we have reason to mistrast are contrary 
to the prefessed object, while crowding their 
petitions into state legislatures to enlist the sec- 
ular arm in their support, should not the friends 
of equal privileges be excited at least to watch- 


fulness 2 These movements are sufficiently 
suspiciousto warn every true American cilizen 


to mount on the. watch tower of our national 
liberty and carefully curvey the signs of the 


| times, The loud voice of duty calls the liberal 








minded of every class to exert themselves. te 
dissipate the threatening storm which is .gather- 


' ing over our heads, before it empties its desg- 


lating pestilence upon our endangered land.-— 
lt remains for the lovers of religious liberty to 
declare, by a bold and decided stand against 
every attempt to support religion by human 
laws and thus to steady the arm ef Almighty 
power by an arm of flesh, thatthe chains of a 
sectarian dynasty shall not be rivetted on them- 
selves or handed down to posterity. 

The future numbers of the Examiner are de- 
signed to inculcate the geunine principles of 
christianity both as it regards practice and the- 
ory. We shall not hesitate to expose the cun- 
ning craftiness so ofien practised by sectariaa 
religionists to obtaff pre-eminence by the sub- 
version of the dearest rights of man, vor shrink 
from a fearless animadversion on the abuses ef 
religious liberty, or on any measures which may 
directly or indirectly tend to rear an ecclesias- 
tical domination on the ruin of unlimited toler— 
ation. 

The Examiner will also as formerly be cevo- 
ted to the dissemination of the doctrine of God's 


universal benevolence—of his impartial justice 
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—ofhis mercy and unceasing love—of the fi- 
nal restoration, salvation, and happiness of all 
the human race. 

With these principles and objects we submit 


ourselves to the inspection of the public in a 


second volume and solicitthe continued influ- | 


ence of the friends of truth in extending the 


circulation of the Examiner. 


—_—_—_ 


The terms ofthe second volume is one dol- | 


lar per annum payable at the expiration of the 
first quarter—and as the sum required for this 
paper with the expected patronage, Cannot pro- 
mise a reward to the Editor for the trouble that 


devolves on him fer conducting it, it will be ex- | 


pected that if he freely bestows his labor for 
the cause of truth, his patrons will be mindful 
of what devolves on them which is a punctuali- 
ty in payment which is necessary to defray the 
expenses incident on a wark of this kind: 


From the Religious Inquirer 


ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF AN UNCHAR- | 


ITABLE TEMPER. 
** Charity never farleth.”-—Paul 
It is a fact, whichis greatly to be lamented, 








nen ee 


that a difference in religious opinions has been | 


the means of producing the most unhappy ef- | 


fects in community. It has served to check all | 


friendly affections of the heart, and excite those 


feelings of animosity and ill will, which not on- | 


ly disgrace the christian religion, but which are 
also incompatible with humanity, and even with 
common good nature. 

The impropriety of this temper I shall now 
endeavor to show. 

The impropriety of it is evident, Ist. from its 


Oo 


injustice ; 2d. from its incompatibility with the 


spirit and genius of the gospel ; and 3d. from | 


the unhappy consequences which it necessarily 
produces. 
Ist. The injustice of (his temper is evident. 


What can be more inconsistent with the immu- | 
table principles of equity, than for one person | 


to treat another with coldness and disrespect, 
because he does not see as he does, and refuse 


to have any friendly intercearse with him, be- | 


cause he happens to belong-to a different de- 
nomination of christians ? Have not all men a 
right to choose that religion, and mode of wor- 
ship, which appears to them most rational and 


consistent ? If so, what excessive folly and in- | 


justice does that person manifest, whose unrea- 
sonable intolerance would compel every one to 
bow to his standard, & fall down & worship the 


if 
it 
| 


| 
' 
| 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
ii 
" 


{ 


| ters concerning religion, 


God which his fancy has created and, set up ? 

It would appear by the conduct of some peo- 
ple, that they really supose that mankind have 
no business to believe any thing different from 
what they have beea taught—-that they have no 
moral right to exercise their opinion on mat- 
Aad hence, those, 
who have persecuted others for dissenting 
from the popular creed, have attempted to jus- 
tify themselves by denying the lawfulness of ex- 
ercising private judgment. Butwho does not 
discover the manifest inequily of such a plan ? 
Who does not perceive that downright bigotry 
and dogmatism make it ? One person has just 
as good a right to his religious be'ief as another. 
To despise and calumaiate a person for not see- 
ing as we do, manifests the grossest folly and 
stupidity. Such are the different constitutions 
of the mind of man, that it is as impossible tor 
all to believe alike, as it is for all to feel alike. 


| And that man who reproaches his neighbor for 
| thinking differen‘ly from what he does, mani- 


fests just as much understanding as he, who 


| quarrels with his neighbor for not dreaming ‘as 
he does. The one js equally as absurd as the 


other. 

2d. The impropriety of this uncandid temper 
is farther discoverable from the fact, that it is 
utterly incompatible with the genius of the gos- 
pel. The gospel incuicates a generous and for- 
giving temper. It teaches to livein peace and 


| harmony with all men ; to exercise universal 


benevolence ; to love all mankind as brethren - 
aud to do nuto others, as we would they should 


_do unto us. and Jet it be remarked, unless we 


contorm to these requirements, our religion is 
nothing but ‘ sounding brass, or a tinkling sym- 
ball.’ It is written, ‘if any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his!’ What is the 
spirit of Christ ? What is the temper of the gos- 
pel ? Benevolence, love and good will. Andif 
any man have not this spirit, he is nota disci- 
ple of Jesus Christ. 

When we see a person haughty and super- 


| Cilious frowning contemptuously on all who do 


not think with him, we may be assured thit 
such an one does not possess the spirit of Christ. 
He may profess a great deal of prety—he may 
disfigure his conntenance, and clothe his length- 
ened visage in a fashionable and sallen gloom, 
but we may as well seek for the living among 
the dead, as look for true piety in the bosom of 
such a person. Hatred and censoriousness are 
not the spirit of Christ ; and he who indulges 
this temper, is far trom that spirit which char— 
acterizes the humble follower ofthe meek and 


lowly Jesus. 


3d. The impropriety of this hateful and un- 
candid temper ts also apparent from the conse- 
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quences which it produces. The effects of this 
disposition are extremely deleterous. And 
what person can seriously reflect on those cone 
sequences, without discovering the palpable 
sinfulness of exercising a spirit so utterly in- 
compatible with the gospel of Jesus ! 

In proportion as this illiberal temper reigns 
in the hearts, and governs the conduct of man 
in the same degree it enhances the miseries and 
infelicities of life. It cuts up ail the endearing 
affections ofthe heart, estranges men from 
each other, and produces discord, and all its at- 
tendant evils in tthe bosom of-society. Who 
then does not see the wickedness of exercising 
this uncharitable temper? And who can be so 
vowise as to indulge ma vice, that is the source 
of so many evils ? How euch wiser should we 
be,and how much happter should we render 
ourselves, did we exercise that candor and |ib- 
erality towards each er, which the gos- 
pel dietates—did we treat our brethren of the 
human family with that charity, coarteousness, 
und affability, which onfeizgned Godlines natu- 
rally prodnces. Did we exercise this spirit we 
should not only increase our own felicity. 
but we should be the means of dispensing hi: ip- 
piness to our fellow men. And by the exercise 
of thistemper, we should realize, ** How good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 


Sion 


gether in unity !”? that * tt as like the precious i 


ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the 

beard, even Aaron’s beard ; 

the shirts of his garments ; as the dew of Her- 

mon, apd as the dew that descended upon the 

gp og of Zion; for there the Lord comman- 
the blessing, even life forever more. 

i; ay two all, christian readers, endeavor to 
eXE rise (his divine and benevolent spirit. May 
we atiend to the instruction of the Apostle, who 
says, ** Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger 
aod cla amor. and evil speaking, be put away 
trom you w'th ali malice ; And be ye kind one 
to unother, tender hearted, forgiving one ano- 
ther, even as God through Christ hath forgiven 
you.”’ I. Pk. 

“PA THER FORGIVE THEM. 

»— Go, proud infidel—search the pon- 

crous tomes of heathen Jearning ;—ex- 
plore the works of confucius ; examine the 
aes ecepts of Seneca, and the writings of So- 
crates. Collect all the excellencies of the 





that went down to | 


_and say— 


ancient and the modern moralists, and point | 


to a sentence equai to this simple prayer of 
our Saviour reviled and insulted—suffer- 

g the grossest indignities—crawned with 
Simei and ledawav to die! no annihila- 
ting curse breaks from his tortured breast. 
Sweet and placid as the aspirings ofa mo- 


te) 


| meads verdant and the 


ther for her nurseling, ascends the prayer of 
merny on his enemies, * adler. for give 
them.” O,it was worthy of its origin, and 
stamps with the bright seal of truth | that his 
mission was from Heaven! 
Acquaintances, have yo u guarreiled : = 
friends, have you differed? Ifhe, who wre 


| pure and perfect, forgave his bitterest cne- 


mies, do you well to cherish your anger: 

Brothers, to you the precept Is Impera: 
tive; you shall forgive—not seven tur 
but seventy times seven. 

Husbands and wi ves, you have no right 
to expect perfection | in eac! , other. ‘To err 
is the lotof humanity. Tilness will some- 
times render you petulant, and disappoint- 
ment ruffle the smoothest temper. Goard, 
3 beseech you, with unre mitting vigilance, 
our passions ; contr ulled, they a 
{ enti heat that warms us along 
life—ungoverned, they are consuming hires. 
Let your strife be one ot respecttal atten- 
tions, and conciliatory conduct. <Cultivaie 
with care the kind and gentle affections of 
the heart. Plant not, but eradicate the 
thorns that grow in your partner’s path.— 
Above all, let no fecling of revenge ever 
find harbor in your breast ; let the sun ne- 
ver go down uponyour anger. A kind 
word—an obliging acuon—if it be ina tr- 
fing concern, hasa power superior to the 
harp ot David i ia calming the billows {the 
soul. 

Revenge is as incompatible with hapvi- 
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ness as it is hostile to religion... Let him 


ous of revenge, walk through 


whose heart is black with malice and studi- 
the fields 
while clad in verdure, and adorned with 
flowers ; to hiseye there is no beauty ; the 


' flowers to him exhale no fragrance. Dark 
as his soul, nature is robed in the deepest 


sable, The smile of beauty lights not up 


his bosom with joy ; but the furies of hell 


vage in his breast, and render him as mtse- 
rable ashe would wish the o! ject of his 
hate. 

But let him lay his hand upon his heart 
“ Revenge, I cast thee from me 
—Father, forgive meas | forgive my ene- 
mies,’’—and nature assumes anew and de- 
lightful garniture. ‘Then, indeed, are the 
flowers fragrant-— 


| then is the music of the groves delightful to 


the ear, and the smile of virtuous beauts 
} lovely to his soul, 


—Ovford Observe: 
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THE WRECK, 1 


BY MRS. HEMAN3. 
All night the blooming mioute-gun 


Had pealed along the deep, i 
And mournfully the rising sun i 


Looked o’er the tide-worn steep. fF 


A bark from [adia’s coral strand, 
Before the rushisg blast, 

Had veiled her topsails to the sane, 
And bowed her noble mast. | 


The queenly ship !—brave hearts had striven 
And true ones died with her! 
We saw her mighty cable riven, 
Like floating gossamer ; 
We saw her proud flag struck that morn, 
A star once oer the seas, | 
Her helm beat down, her decks uptorn,— | 
And sadder things then these! 


The rocks with pearl were sown ; 
And, strangely sad, the ruby’s ray 
Flashed out o'er fretted stone ; 
And gold was strewn the wet sands o’er, 
Like ashes by a breeze, 
And gorgeous robes,—but oh! that shore 
ilad sadder sights than these! 


| 
| 
We saw her treasures cast away ; 
} 





We saw the strong man, still and loy, 
A crushed reed thrown aside! 

Yet, by that rigid lip and brow, 
Not withont strife he died ! 

And near him on the sea-weed lay,— 
Til then we bad not wept, 

But well our gushing bearts might say, 
That there a mother slept ; 


For her pale arms a babe had pressed 
With such a writhing grasp, 
Gillows had dashed o’er that fond breast, 
Yet not undone the clasp ! 
Her very tresses had been flung 
To wrapt the fair child’s form, 
Where still their wet, long streamers clung, 
All tangled by the storm. 


Aud beautiful, midst that wild scene, 
Gleam’d up the bay’s dead face, 

Like slumbers trustingly serene, 
In melancholy grace. 

Deep in her bosom lay his head, 
With half shut violet eye ; 

He had known little of her dread, 
Nought of her agony ! 


Oh, human love ! whase yearning jeart 
Through al! things vainly true, 


SSE ee 








So stamps upon thy mortal part, 


Its passionate adieu ; 
Surely thou hast anather lot, 
There is some home for thee, 
Where thou shalt rest, remembering not 
The moaning of the sea ? 





From the Religious Inguirer. 

Mr. Editor —The following extract 
breathes so much of the pure spirit of 
christianity, is so fraught with just senti- 
ments,and so elegantly written, that f 
think you will with pleasure admit it into 
your columns. M. 


RELIGION. 


True religion gives an habitual sweef- 
ness and complacency,which produces gen- 
uine politeness, without injury to sincerty; 


_ it preserves the mind from every unfair bi- 


as, and inclines it to temper justice with 
mercy in all its judgments upomethers ; by 


| regulating our self love, it prevents our 
' sacrificing to vanity the good fame of a fel 


low creature ; it casts a pleasing light on 
every object, and inspires an air of content- 
ment, of thankfulness and joy, which raises 
the spirits and promotes such an innocent 
cheertulness of conversation, as may well 
compensate for the loss of that mirth which 
is founded on ill nature; whilst supersti- 
tion and irriligion equally dispose the mind 
to gloomy and uncomfortable views; to 
think hardly of persons and events ; to con- 
sider life as a scene of confusion, and man- 
kind made up of fools and knaves, who prey 
on each other, andaggravate the common 
load of misery. Under these melancholy 
impressions, men contrive, by attributing 
the best actions toselfish motives, to level 
all distinctions of character, and conclude 
the whole race under one dreadful sen- 
tence ; arace which the snperstitious man 
considers as under the wrath of its maker, 
and as the proper subjects of never ending 
misery ; while the infidel sees it under the 
lessborrible, but the dark and _ hopeless 
doom of annihilation ; he perceives not a 
beneficent hand over ruling the seeming dis- 
orders of this world, nor does his faint eye 
reach the distant prospect of immortal g'o- 
ry, which throws such an animating splen- 
dor on the whole scene of existence ; his 
blessings are not heightened by gratitude, 
nor his sufferings mitigated by resignation; 
even his mirth is infected witn bitterness. 
Mrs, Ghapone. 
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